
Bagpiping:  Discussion and Demonstration 

With Patrick Melanson patpiper@hotmail.com  

Monday, January 30, 9:30-noon 

One half day session. 

Kimble Room, Heartz Hall, Trinity St Stephens Church, 1 Ratchford Street, Amherst 

Maximum 20 

 

Storm Policy:  No classes when schools are closed in Amherst 

 

Pat promises to entertain Tantramar Seniors College participants with the history and mechanics 

of the Bagpipes and most importantly, will perform for us.  Please bring your lunch so that we 

can have an informal get together and chat after the class ends. 

 

Instructor Bio:  Patrick has served in pipe bands for over 30 years, rising through the ranks of 

the Canadian Armed Forces Reserve from private to Deputy Pipe Major.  Pat had the privilege of 

being one of three Household Pipers to Her Majesty, the Queen Mother during her Royal Visit to 

the Nova Scotia International Tattoo in 1979.  He has been a competitive piper in band and solo 

piping and has taught piping in the army and privately for over 25 years as well as travelling 

widely to perform and record. 

          Lately, Patrick has expanded his musical endeavours to include bodhran, Irish flute, tin 

whistle, tenor banjo and oboe.  He is the co-ordinator of the Shelburne Robbie Burns Dinner and 

Director of The Piper's Guild.  

Some people are very sensitive to perfumes and other scents.  Please respect a scent free 

environment by not using scented products.  Thank you. 

 

A note to seniors about class attendance and absenteeism…. 

As you know, our instructors are all volunteers, who work very hard at putting courses 

together. Your cooperation is appreciated in letting them know if you are unable to attend any of 

the classes as most instructors plan weekly classes that are appropriate to the number of 

registered students in the course. 

If circumstances change between registration and the first class, or if you decide to 

withdraw after the first or second class, please email tsccoordinator@nbnet.nb.ca or call 364-

2780. Many courses have a wait list and this could allow someone else to take your place. 

Sometimes, seniors have travel plans or medical appointments made in advance.  It would help 

instructors to know this at registration, if possible, so that class material may be adjusted 

accordingly.  Illness, as well as other unanticipated and unavoidable conflicts can occur. If you 

are able, please let your instructor know as soon as possible if you will miss a class. 

  

Thank you! 
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