
Looking at Modern Art 

 

Course Instructor:   Virgil Hammock (vhammock@mta.ca) 

Location:   Lafford Classroom 

Date/Time: Fridays, 1:30 – 3:00 pm  First Class: January 20, 2012 (4 weeks) 

Maximum:   none  

  

Storm Policy:  No classes when schools are closed in Sackville. 

 

Course Outline: 

 Often my friends, and some I would not count among my friends, have told me while looking 

together at an abstract expressionist painting in a museum somewhere: ―My five year old could do better 

than this.‖ I usually assure them that if that were the case they should sign their child up with a good 

commercial gallery and start planning ways to spend the money, but it begs the honest question of my 

puzzled friends. In this short course, I hope to show people how to look at abstract art and, hopefully, 

enjoy themselves in the process. 

         We need to start by looking at the work of the Romantics like Jacques Louis David whose work 

heralded the beginnings of the modern period in art and go from there to the Impressionists which were 

the first group of artists to throw a paint pot in to the face of the art viewing public. The emphasis will be 

on the years 1861 to 1961 which are important to the understanding of abstract and non-objective art 

(there is a difference). We will look at what happened and why in the art world in Europe and North 

America. We will plow through all of the confusing ‗isms‘ during this period of art history and, in the 

end, learn to enjoy modern art. An important point--I am addressing modern art and not contemporary art. 

The two are very different. Modern Art in art history terms covers the period from the end of the 18th 

century to the end of third quarter of the 20th century. Late Modern Art can be fun and is more like a fine 

wine than a tonic. 

           Following this course, I plan find my way to New York City and take a look at some of stuff I 

have covered in class. Any one is welcomed to tag along—on your own nickel, of course. 

 
Instructor Bio: Virgil Hammock is Professor emeritus of Fine Arts at Mount Allison University where 

he taught fine arts from 1975 until 2004. In addition to being an artist and art historian he is well know as 

an art critic both in Canada and internationally.  

 

Some people are very sensitive to perfumes and other scents.  Please respect a scent free 

environment by not using scented products.  Thank you. 

A note to seniors about class attendance and absenteeism…. 

As you know, our instructors are all volunteers, who work very hard at putting courses together. 

Your cooperation is appreciated in letting them know if you are unable to attend any of the classes as 

most instructors plan weekly classes that are appropriate to the number of registered students in the 

course. 

If circumstances change between registration and the first class, or if you decide to withdraw after 

the first or second class, please email tsccoordinator@nbnet.nb.ca or call 364-2780. Many courses have a 

wait list and this could allow someone else to take your place. 

Sometimes, seniors have travel plans or medical appointments made in advance.  It would help instructors 

to know this at registration, if possible, so that class material may be adjusted accordingly.  Illness, as 

well as other unanticipated and unavoidable conflicts can occur. If you are able, please let your instructor 

know as soon as possible if you will miss a class.  

 

Thank you! 

mailto:tsccoordinator@nbnet.nb.ca

