
Dear  Members ,  

 

Since the last newsletter, there have been a number of important developments in the 
evolution of the Tantramar Seniors’ College.  

 

Coordinator Tracey Rose 

Our new coordinator, Tracey Rose, has settled in nicely, and is working very hard to 
facilitate the work of the TSC. If you have not already met Tracey, please say hello at 
the AGM, or at registration.  

 

Fall Courses 

Our Spring registration led to more than 300 people registering in over 70 Spring 
courses (including one special “early Fall” one), accounting for over 1000 individual 
registrations. The regional committees have again come up with an amazing array of 
courses on a wide variety of subjects for the Fall term. Some of the courses are familiar 
favourites, but many are new, as you will see elsewhere in this newsletter. Note that two 
special courses are actually being offered outside of the normal period of the Fall term, 
due to special circumstances.  The course, organized by the Shediac Regional 
Committee, will be hosted by Mount Allison University Professor Mario Levesque, and 
will take place on September 19, 2016 at the Shediac Multipurpose Centre, at 7:00 
p.m. It is open to current TSC members only. (No guests). Further details will be 
available at the TSC registration sessions to be held in Sackville, Amherst, Moncton and 
Shediac between September 12th and September 15th.  Members interested in 
participating should contact John Filliter at filliterwall@rogers.com, as soon as 
possible. 

 

Many TSC members have already registered during Spring Registration for the other 
special “pre-Fall” course, ”Sackville Festival of Early Music”. That course’s first two 
asses are to be offered in the same week as our AGM and thus prior to Fall registration. 
The unusual timing for this offering was designed to allow class members an 
opportunity to explore key aspects of early music prior to an open-to-the-public 
presentation on the viola da gamba, held on September 24, and offered as part of the 
12th annual Sackville Festival of Early Music. 

The course, organized by the Shediac Regional Committee, will be hosted by Mount 
Allison University Professor Mario Levesque, and will take place on September 19, 
2016 at the Shediac Multipurpose Centre, at 7:00 p.m. It is open to current TSC 
members only. (No guests). Further details will be available at the TSC registration 
sessions to be held in Sackville, Amherst, Moncton and Shediac between September 
12th and September 15th.  Members interested in participating should contact John 
Filliter at filliterwall@rogers.com, as soon as possible. 

Continued……..                     
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Seniors Teaching and Learning Together 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember:   

We always welcome 

suggestions, ques-

tions, and volun-

teers! 

Tantramar Seniors’ College 
PO Box 6324 
Sackville, NB E4L1G6 

Phone: 506-364-2780 
 
E-mail:  
tsccoordinator@gmail.com 

mailto:filliterwall@rogers.com
mailto:filliterwall@rogers.com


Many TSC members have already registered during Spring Registration for the other special “pre-Fall” course, 
”Sackville Festival of Early Music”. That course’s first two asses are to be offered in the same week as our AGM 
and thus prior to Fall registration. The unusual timing for this offering was designed to allow class members an 
opportunity to explore key aspects of early music prior to an open-to-the-public presentation on the viola da gam-
ba, held on September 24, and offered as part of the 12th annual Sackville Festival of Early Music. 

 

Communications 

As TSC President, I am continuing to make presentations, along with the coordinator and sometimes other Board 
members, to apprise members of the wider community of the work of the TSC and to engender support for our ef-
forts. Now that the summer hiatus is pretty much behind us, I shall be presenting to the Sackville Rotary Club in 
mid-September, and in early October to the Sackville Town Council, along with Pravin Varma, chair of the TSC 
Communications Committee. Other presentations involving myself, the coordinator, and various Board members 
have also been scheduled in other communities, for subsequent months. We have developed and shall soon be re-
leasing a new brochure, for use at such presentations, and for distribution at other events and through tourist bu-
reaus in the various communities that we serve. A number of collaborative efforts with other community organiza-
tions are in the works as well. 

 

Grant Application 

Following up on a member’s suggestion, we have made application for a significant grant that would enable us to 
purchase a wireless-audio tour guide system, which would facilitate both outdoor and indoor presentations in all 
four regions served by the TSC. We shall hear about whether we have received the grant in the New Year. If we 
were successful, this would permit us to offer certain courses that would otherwise not be feasible, deliver other 
courses to our members even more effectively that we have in the past, and expand our membership base to in-
clude individuals who might otherwise not have joined the TSC. 

 

Annual Membership Fee 

The Board has made the difficult decision to increase the annual membership fee that permits members to take as 
many of our courses as they wish and at any of our locations, for a full year. The membership fee has not increased 
from its initial $100 since the TSC began offering courses in 2008. Our membership numbers and the volume and 
intensity of our activities have increased exponentially over the years, and the costs have risen accordingly. We 
have determined that an increase to $120, effective January 1, 2017, is necessary in order for us to maintain our 
level of service and continue to expand, albeit carefully, over the next several years. A fuller rationale for this in-
crease is provided elsewhere in this Newsletter, and there will be an opportunity to discuss the matter at the Annu-
al General Meeting. 

 

Outgoing Board Members 

I would like to end this report on recent activities by acknowledging with gratitude the service to the College by 
our departing Board members, Gary Miller (who stepped down shortly after the 2015 Annual General Meeting), 
Karen Mills (who has done a stalwart job coordinating the course offerings in Codiac), Judith Robichaud (who has 
done the same as co-chair of the Shediac regional committee), Robert Nixon (who held down the Treasurer posi-
tion during his time on the Board), and Pravin Varma (who has been our hard-working Vice-President). I shall say 
more about their contributions at the AGM, to be held in Shediac on September 6, 2016, at 2:00 p.m.. 



The Increase in the TSC Annual Membership Fee 

 

The TSC Board had extensive discussions, at its June, 2016 and August, 2016 meetings, of whether and 
how much to increase the TSC membership fee, which has been maintained at $100 for the period from 
2008 to 2016. After much reflection, involving consideration of various alternative approaches, it was 
approved by the Board that the fee should be set at $120 per year, but only effective on January 1, 2017, 
and that the fee would stay at that level for at least the next few years.  

 

The reasons for raising membership fees at this time are summarized below.  

 

 There has been no increase since membership was set at $100 eight years ago. 

 We have been experiencing increasing costs, especially for course and communications supplies, rental 
fees, and insurance coverage, over the past eight years. 

 We need to professionalize our services to some degree. (For example, we have already of necessity ex-
panded the coordinator’s hours in recent years, and have determined that, with the departure of Robert 
Nixon as Treasurer, we will need to hire a part-time book-keeper who would also be trained to serve as 
back-up for the coordinator during the heavy registration and AGM periods.)                                                                                                                                        

 Our membership numbers are now, generally, somewhat static, although still increasing slightly from one 
year to the next. We have over the past year sought to spread the word about the TSC and its work within 
our catchment area, with an eye to maintaining moderate and manageable growth in our membership. 

 Nothwithstanding the slowing of membership growth, we continue to have significant increases in the 
number of courses offered, and in the total number of registrations, from one year to the next. 

 This means that we need to budget for increases in the cost of supplies, rental fees, and insurance. (And, 
at the same time, we need to seek to keep those costs under control. Efforts have already been made in 
this direction.) 

 The bank balance for the TSC, which represents a contingency against unanticipated expenses, has de-
clined about $10,000 over the past several years. 

 We experienced a small deficit for the past fiscal year. 

 The cost of living in Canada (as indicated by the Consumer Price Index) has increased by just under 12% 
over the last eight years. 

 The 20% increase in fees is consistent with the combination of the increase in the cost of living over time 
and the organizational complexities resulting from the shift in the scale and scope (including the geo-
graphical expansion) of our operations. 

 The $20 increase works out to $2.50 for each year that has passed since the TSC began. 

 Comparative information is available on the membership fees levied by seniors’ college organizations 
with a similar approach to ours. With the change, the TSC would still have the lowest seniors’ college 
fees in the region. The most relevant comparable figures are $130 plus HST (= $149.50) in Halifax and 
$160 plus HST (= $184.00) in PEI.  

 Note that the TSC will not have to charge HST ourselves unless and until our revenues exceed $50,000 
per annum. By the fiscal year 2017-18, that is, not the current year but the following one, we anticipate 
membership revenues of something under $45,000 and other revenues of perhaps $3,000, so we shall be 
approaching that $50,000 threshold over time. 



Fall Registration 2016 

Sept 12—Sackville 

Sept 13—Amherst 

Sept 14—Codiac 

Sept 15—Shediac 

Amherst 
Afternoon at the Movies 
Afternoon at the Museum 
Authentic Health 
Beginner I Pad 
Birdwatching and Managing Back Yark Feeders 
Bridge Club for Experienced Players 
Chair Yoga 
Coin Collecting as a Hobby & Appraisals 
Cooking International Dishes 
Einstein bohemian and Scientist 
How to Look at a Painting 
Introduction to Celtic Harp 
Introduction to Indian Cooking 
Introductory Tai Chi 
Learn to Play Double Series aka Sequence 
Spanish Conversation – Level 2 
Yoga & Meditation 
 

Codiac 
Achieving a healthy Weight – How do we get 
there? 
Art and Travel 
Basic Automotive 
Basic Digital SLR Photograph 
Canadian Singers and Songwriters 
Celtic Love Part 2 – Bagpiping Basics 
Christmas Card making 
Making Christmas Russian Dolls from Felt 
Intermediate Rug Hooking and Design 
Let Your Yoga Dance 
Let's Do Lunch 
Looking for Classic Cars Road Trip 
Motion is Medicine 
Conversational French 
Mental Wellness for Seniors 
Tai Chi Level 1 
Tai Chi Level 2 
The Human Body: Maintenance Required 
Bridge 
Downsizing-Rightsizing your Home & Organiz-
ing the kitchen and Master Bedroom 
A Tour of Malley Industries  

 
Sackville 
Art Nouveau, Art Deco 
Badminton  
Relaxed Cycling     
Starter Bridge course     
Colourful Fall Hikes                                                                                                                              
Computer Literacy   
Crochet for beginners     
Eat your veggies     
In and around Dorchester    
Inside the Ivory Tower series of talks   
Appreciating Ourselves and Others   
Practical Home Maintenance    
Quilting     
Scrabble for beginner and experienced players 
T’ai Chi      
Ukulele for beginners     
Hatha Yoga and Meditation    
Putting your garden to bed  
 
Shediac 
Computers 
Splitting Perennials at Cornhill Nursery 
Bay of Fungi Mushrooms 
Harvesting and Tasting 
Wire Wrapping Jewelry 
Holistic health – A Healthy Lifestyle for Healthy 
Living 
Current Events 
Chakras and Meditation 
Tangling with Donna 
Heritage Property Designation 
Beginners Bridge 
The Nature of earth 
French Conversation Part 5 
All 50+ Bodies Can Do Yoga 
Issues in Sports 
Demystifying Funeral Services 
Writing for Fun 
The Short Story Appreciation 
Sharing Soothing Mellow D's 
Kinit Wits 

 


