The Wonders of Wetlands

Presented by

The Tantramar Wetlands Centre

Week 1: Introduction to the work and function of the Tantramar Wetlands Centre then

Wetlands through Waterfowl:
· Waterfowl identification - learn how to identify ducks and geese. Then test your skills with real mounts and wings.
· Introduction to birding – we’ll head to the marsh with binoculars to explore the diversity of life.
· Duck banding station - ducks are trapped, identified, sexed, aged and then banded. Ducks are then released back to the marsh. (*depends on whether ducks are caught on this particular day).
Week 2: Mammal Skulls:

· Mammal skull Identification - you can learn a lot about an animal by examining their skull. What did they eat? What senses did it rely on the most? Is the animal a predator or prey?

· Owl Pellet dissection - find out what, and how much, an owl eats.
Week 3: Tracks and Scat and NB Wildlife:

· Tracks and Scat Identification - we may not always see the wildlife that surround us but we can learn to identify them by reading the signs they leave behind.

· Furs and mounts- explore the wildlife around us through mounts and furs.

Week 4: Case study of a Wetland:

· H2O Olympics - learn about the properties of water through five mini activities.
· Critter Dipping - an activity loved by all ages. Explore what lives under the water in a marsh. Learn about the critter’s adaptations and how you can use them to determine the health of a marsh.
· Water chemistry - test the water in our marsh using Hatch chemistry kits. 

Please note the above is an approximate program for the course, timings of the topics covered and activities may be varied due to weather conditions and the ongoing progress of the course.

